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SUBJECT: SPASOWSKI/LUERS CONVERSATION ON BILATERAL ISSUES 

1. SUMMARY: AT AMBASSADOR SPASOWSKI'S REQUEST, DEPUTY 
ASST SECRETARY LUERS HAD TWO-HOUR LUNCH AT THE RESIDENCE 
JULY 28. DISCUSSION CENTERED ON BILATERAL ISSUES INCLUDING 
DIVIDED EAMILIES, HIGH LEVEL VISITS, AGRICULTURAL COOPERA- 
TION, WEATHER INFORMATION AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES. GENERAL 
IMPRESSION LUERS TOOK EROM CONVERSATION WAS THAT US-POLISH 
RELATIONS ARE IN A SLIGHT DECLINE IN VIEW OE INTERNAL 

POLISH PROBLEMS, DEBT AND TRADE DIEFICULTIES, AND STATE OF 
US-SOVIET RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SPASOWSKI OUTLINED IN GENERAL TERMS HIS DISCUSSIONS ON 
DIVIDED FAMILIES IN WARSAW IN THE FOREIGN MINISTRY AND WITH 
GIEREK. HE SAID HE WOULD BE GIVING A MORE EORMAL REPLY TO 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST ON MONDAY AT LUNCH ON THE DIVIDED 
FAMILIES ISSUE. HE ALSO PLANS TO COVER WITH ASSISTANT 
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SECRETARY VEST MULTILATERAL ISSUES INCLUDING US-SOVIET 
RELATIONS, BONN SUMMIT, AND THE UNIFICATION OF GERMANY, 

WHICH HE IS RAISING ON INSTRUCTIONS. DEPARTMENT WILL REPORT 
THESE MATTERS SEPARATELY NEXT WEEK. 

3. ON HIGH LEVEL VISITS, SPASOWSKI MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: 
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(A) FOREIGN MINISTER WOJTASZEK IS CONSIDERING VISITING 
WASHINGTON SEPT 21 TO 25 AND WOULD LIKE A MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY AT THAT TIME. IE THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE, HE WOULD 
LIKE TO MEET WITH THE SECRETARY IN NEW YORK BETWEEN 
SEPT 26 AND 30 DURING UNGA DEBATE. WOJTASZEK SPEAKS ON 
SEPT 28. SPASOWSKI HINTED WOJTASZEK WOULD WELCOME AN 
INVITATION TO WASHINGTON TO MEET WITH THE SECRETARY. WE 
ARE LOOKING INTO THIS. 

(B) POLITBUREAU MEMBER AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SZYDLAK 
WILL BE VISITING NEW YORK AUGUST I AND 2 ON HIS WAY BACK 
TO POLAND PROM THE HAVANA YOUTH PESTIVAL. HE MIGHT COME 
TO WASHINGTON, BUT DOES NOT PLAN OPPICIAL TALKS WITH USG. 

(C) DEPUTY PINANCE MINISTER BIEN WILL ARRIVE AUGUST 19 
AND HAVE MEETINGS AUGUST 20 THROUGH 23 WITH HOST PEDERAL 
RESERVE CHAIRMAN MILLER AND OTHERS. 

(D) THE AMBASSADOR WILL BE DISCUSSING WITH SECRETARY KREPS 
ON MONDAY, JULY 31, WHETHER NOVEMBER 8-9 IS A GOOD TIME 
POR THE JOINT COMMISSION MEETING, POLLOWING SO SHORTLY 
APTER U.S. ELECTIONS. 

4. SPASOWSKI SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT PROJECT POR UPGRADING 
POLISH POTATO PRODUCTION WHICH IS BEING WORKED OUT WITH 
PMC. EMC WILL BE SENDING A DELEGATION IN AUGUST TO SEE 
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WHAT STEPS CAN BE INITIATED ON A PILOT PROJECT ON POTATOES 
POR THIS NEXT CROP. SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT THIS PROJECT 
CANNOT COST THE POLISH GOVERNMENT ANY HARD CURRENCY AND 
HOPES THAT PMC OR EVEN EXIM BANK CAN PROVIDE LOANS POR THE 
BEGINNING PHASES WHICH WILL COST LESS THAN DOES ONE MILLION. 
SPASOWSKI SAID POLES ARE ALSO TALKING TO SWIPT ABOUT 
POULTRY PRODUCTION AND TO JOHN DEERE ABOUT A MECHANIZATION 
PROJECT, ALL ON A SMALL PILOT PROJECT BASIS. AS A BACK- 
DROP TO THESE DISCUSSIONS, SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT POLAND 
IS STRAPPED PINANCIALLY AND CANNOT APFORD INVESTMENT IN 
PROJECTS WITH THE WEST. HE SAID CUT-BACKS IN IMPORTS OF 
RAW MATERIALS ARE ALREADY APPECTING SERIOUSLY SOME ASPECTS 
OP THE ECONOMY. HE MENTIONED THE PACT THAT OIL PAINT IS 
UNAVAILABLE IN WARSAW SINCE THE FACTORIES HAVE SHUT DOWN 
DUE TO LACK OF IMPORTS. HE PREDICTED THE SITUATION IS 
GOING TO GET WORSE OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS. 

5. SPASOWSKI THEN DISCUSSED HIS MAJOR PROJECTS OVER THE 
NEXT MONTHS WHICH WILL BE IN THE FIELD OF CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES. HE HAS ALREADY DISCUSSED WITH THE DIRECTOR 
OP THE NATIONAL GALLERY POSSIBILITY OP A SMALL EXHIBIT 
OP POLISH PAINTINGS, POSSIBLY INCLUDING ONE REMBRANDT 
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AS WELL FROM THE POLISH COLLECTION, WHICH TOGETHER WITH 
PAINTINGS IN THE U.S. COULD MAKE UP A SMALL SHOW OF 
POLISH I9TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY PAINTINGS. HE IS ALSO 
WORKING HARD TO DEVISE WAYS TO EXPAND THE SALE OF POLISH 
ART IN THIS COUNTRY, INCLUDING PAINTINGS, RUGS, SILVER AND 
GLASS. 

6. SPASOWSKI POINTEDLY SAID HE WAS OBVIOUSLY NOT 
MENTIONING ADDITIONAL US CREDITS FOR AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER 
U.S. PRODUCTS AND MENTIONED NOTHING ABOUT lOINT VENTURES 

IN MINING. HE ALSO INDICATED THAT GIEREK IS NOW THINKING 
ABOUT WHETHER PLANNING ON A VISIT TO THE U.S. SHOULD BE 
MOVED FROM LATE 1979 TO 1980. THE THRUST OF SPASOWSKI'S 
COMMENTS.AND CONFIRMED BY A DIRECT QUESTION FROM LUERS, 
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WAS THAT,PARTICULARLY IN THE TRADE AND ECONOMIC AREA, 

THERE WOULD BE A TURN-DOWN IN U.S. -POLISH RELATIONS WHICH 
WAS A REFLECTION OF POLISH DEBTS AND INTERNAL PROBLEMS, 

BUT ALSO AFFECTED BY THE CLIMATE IN US-SOVIET RELATIONS. 
SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT THE EFFORTS HE WAS GOING TO MAKE 
WOULD BE IN THE FIELD OF CULTURAL AND SMALL AGRICULTURAL 
PROJECTS COSTING NO MONEY. HE WAS CHARACTERISTICALLY 
THOROUGH AND GENTLEMANLY, BUT THE CLEAR MESSAGE WAS THAT 
ALTHOUGH POLAND STILL WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., 
CIRCUMSTANCES DICTATED A SLIGHT TEMPERING, PARTICULARLY IN 
THE ECONOMIC AND TRADE AREA. IT SEEMS EVIDENT, HOWEVER, 

THAT THIS TEMPERING IS LIKELY TO AFFECT SOME OF THE 
POLITICAL CLIMATE AS WELL. 

7. SPASOWSKI ASKED LUERS WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR 
THE U.S. TO PROVIDE POLAND WITH METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION 
DURING THE MONTHS OF AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER THAT WOULD ASSIST 
THE POLES WITH THEIR HARVEST. WE WILL DISCUSS THIS WITH 

NASA WHICH IS THE RESPONSIBLE AGENCY. 

8. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS AND 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPRESSION GLEANED FROM SPASOWSKI 
(PARA 6). VANCE 
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QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE I92I10 
EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, PGOV, PL, US 

SUBJECT: SPASOWSKl/LUERS CONVERSATION ON BILATERAL ISSUES 

1. SUMMARY: AT AMBASSADOR SPASOWSKI'S REQUEST, DEPUTY 
ASST SECRETARY LUERS HAD TWO-HOUR LUNCH AT THE RESIDENCE 
JULY 28. DISCUSSION CENTERED ON BILATERAL ISSUES INCLUDING 
DIVIDED FAMILIES, HIGH LEVEL VISITS, AGRICULTURAL COOPERA- 
TION, WEATHER INEORMATION AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES. GENERAL 
IMPRESSION LUERS TOOK FROM CONVERSATION WAS THAT US-POLISH 
RELATIONS ARE IN A SLIGHT DECLINE IN VIEW OF INTERNAL 

POLISH PROBLEMS, DEBT AND TRADE DIFEICULTIES, AND STATE OE 
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US-SOVIET RELATIONS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SPASOWSKI OUTLINED IN GENERAL TERMS HIS DISCUSSIONS ON 
DIVIDED FAMILIES IN WARSAW IN THE EOREIGN MINISTRY AND WITH 
GIEREK. HE SAID HE WOULD BE GIVING A MORE FORMAL REPLY TO 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST ON MONDAY AT LUNCH ON THE DIVIDED 
FAMILIES ISSUE. HE ALSO PLANS TO COVER WITH ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY VEST MULTILATERAL ISSUES INCLUDING US-SOVIET 
RELATIONS, BONN SUMMIT, AND THE UNIEICATION OF GERMANY, 
WHICH HE IS RAISING ON INSTRUCTIONS. DEPARTMENT WILL REPORT 
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THESE MATTERS SEPARATELY NEXT WEEK. 

3. ON HIGH LEVEL VISITS, SPASOWSKI MADE FOLLOWING COMMENTS: 

(A) FOREIGN MINISTER WOJTASZEK IS CONSIDERING VISITING 
WASHINGTON SEPT 21 TO 25 AND WOULD LIKE A MEETING WITH THE 
SECRETARY AT THAT TIME. IF THAT IS NOT POSSIBLE, HE WOULD 
LIKE TO MEET WITH THE SECRETARY IN NEW YORK BETWEEN 
SEPT 26 AND 30 DURING UNGA DEBATE. WOJTASZEK SPEAKS ON 
SEPT 28. SPASOWSKI HINTED WOJTASZEK WOULD WELCOME AN 
INVITATION TO WASHINGTON TO MEET WITH THE SECRETARY. WE 
ARE LOOKING INTO THIS. 

(B) POLITBUREAU MEMBER AND DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER SZYDLAK 
WILL BE VISITING NEW YORK AUGUST I AND 2 ON HIS WAY BACK 
TO POLAND FROM THE HAVANA YOUTH FESTIVAL. HE MIGHT COME 
TO WASHINGTON, BUT DOES NOT PLAN OFFICIAL TALKS WITH USG. 

(C) DEPUTY FINANCE MINISTER BIEN WILL ARRIVE AUGUST 19 
AND HAVE MEETINGS AUGUST 20 THROUGH 23 WITH HOST FEDERAL 
RESERVE CHAIRMAN MILLER AND OTHERS. 

(D) THE AMBASSADOR WILL BE DISCUSSING WITH SECRETARY KREPS 
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ON MONDAY, JULY 31, WHETHER NOVEMBER 8-9 IS A GOOD TIME 
FOR THE JOINT COMMISSION MEETING, FOLLOWING SO SHORTLY 
AFTER U.S. ELECTIONS. 

4. SPASOWSKI SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT PROJECT FOR UPGRADING 
POLISH POTATO PRODUCTION WHICH IS BEING WORKED OUT WITH 
EMC. EMC WILL BE SENDING A DELEGATION IN AUGUST TO SEE 
WHAT STEPS CAN BE INITIATED ON A PILOT PROJECT ON POTATOES 
FOR THIS NEXT CROP. SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT THIS PROJECT 
CANNOT COST THE POLISH GOVERNMENT ANY HARD CURRENCY AND 
HOPES THAT EMC OR EVEN EXIM BANK CAN PROVIDE LOANS FOR THE 
BEGINNING PHASES WHICH WILL COST LESS THAN DOES ONE MILLION. 
SPASOWSKI SAID POLES ARE ALSO TALKING TO SWIFT ABOUT 
POULTRY PRODUCTION AND TO JOHN DEERE ABOUT A MECHANIZATION 
PROJECT, ALL ON A SMALL PILOT PROJECT BASIS. AS A BACK- 
DROP TO THESE DISCUSSIONS, SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT POLAND 

IS STRAPPED FINANCIALLY AND CANNOT AFFORD INVESTMENT IN 
PROJECTS WITH THE WEST. HE SAID CUT-BACKS IN IMPORTS OF 
RAW MATERIALS ARE ALREADY AFFECTING SERIOUSLY SOME ASPECTS 
OF THE ECONOMY. HE MENTIONED THE FACT THAT OIL PAINT IS 
UNAVAILABLE IN WARSAW SINCE THE FACTORIES HAVE SHUT DOWN 
DUE TO LACK OF IMPORTS. HE PREDICTED THE SITUATION IS 
GOING TO GET WORSE OVER THE NEXT TWO YEARS. 

5. SPASOWSKI THEN DISCUSSED HIS MAJOR PROJECTS OVER THE 
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NEXT MONTHS WHICH WILL BE IN THE FIELD OF CULTURAL 
EXCHANGES. HE HAS ALREADY DISCUSSED WITH THE DIRECTOR 
OE THE NATIONAL GALLERY POSSIBILITY OE A SMALL EXHIBIT 
OE POLISH PAINTINGS, POSSIBLY INCLUDING ONE REMBRANDT 
AS WELL FROM THE POLISH COLLECTION, WHICH TOGETHER WITH 
PAINTINGS IN THE U.S. COULD MAKE UP A SMALL SHOW OF 
POLISH I9TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY PAINTINGS. HE IS ALSO 
WORKING HARD TO DEVISE WAYS TO EXPAND THE SALE OE POLISH 
ART IN THIS COUNTRY, INCLUDING PAINTINGS, RUGS, SILVER AND 
GLASS. 
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6. SPASOWSKI POINTEDLY SAID HE WAS OBVIOUSLY NOT 
MENTIONING ADDITIONAL US CREDITS EOR AGRICULTURAL AND OTHER 
U.S. PRODUCTS AND MENTIONED NOTHING ABOUT JOINT VENTURES 

IN MINING. HE ALSO INDICATED THAT GIEREK IS NOW THINKING 
ABOUT WHETHER PLANNING ON A VISIT TO THE U.S. SHOULD BE 
MOVED FROM LATE 1979 TO 1980. THE THRUST OE SPASOWSKI'S 
COMMENTS.AND CONEIRMED BY A DIRECT QUESTION EROM LUERS, 

WAS THAT,PARTICULARLY IN THE TRADE AND ECONOMIC AREA, 

THERE WOULD BE A TURN-DOWN IN U.S. -POLISH RELATIONS WHICH 
WAS A REELECTION OE POLISH DEBTS AND INTERNAL PROBLEMS, 

BUT ALSO AEEECTED BY THE CLIMATE IN US-SOVIET RELATIONS. 
SPASOWSKI STRESSED THAT THE EEEORTS HE WAS GOING TO MAKE 
WOULD BE IN THE FIFED OF CULTURAL AND SMALL AGRICULTURAL 
PROJECTS COSTING NO MONEY. HE WAS CHARACTERISTICALLY 
THOROUGH AND GENTLEMANLY, BUT THE CLEAR MESSAGE WAS THAT 
ALTHOUGH POLAND STILL WANTS GOOD RELATIONS WITH THE U.S., 
CIRCUMSTANCES DICTATED A SLIGHT TEMPERING, PARTICULARLY IN 
THE ECONOMIC AND TRADE AREA. IT SEEMS EVIDENT, HOWEVER, 

THAT THIS TEMPERING IS LIKELY TO AFFECT SOME OF THE 
POLITICAL CLIMATE AS WELL. 

7. SPASOWSKI ASKED LUERS WHETHER IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE FOR 
THE U.S. TO PROVIDE POLAND WITH METEOROLOGICAL INFORMATION 
DURING THE MONTHS OF AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER THAT WOULD ASSIST 
THE POLES WITH THEIR HARVEST. WE WILL DISCUSS THIS WITH 

NASA WHICH IS THE RESPONSIBLE AGENCY. 

8. THE DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS AND 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE IMPRESSION GLEANED FROM SPASOWSKI 
(PARA 6). VANCE 

UNQUOTE VANCE 
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